Greetings to Vice Minister Mr Zhang, Provincial Officials, scientists
and educators, good afternoon. | am honoured to be addressing you
today.
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My name is lan McLoughlin, in Chinese, & E % - | was born in
England and studied at the University of Birmingham. Initially |
trained as an electronic engineer, starting as a junior engineer in a
famous electronics company. After getting my PhD | worked in
Singapore as an assistant professor and then an associate professor.
| spent 10 years there. | also worked in Christchurch, New Zealand,
leading an industrial research group. In fact, for 26 years, | have held
every grade of engineer, and university teacher, from the lowest
level, to the highest. Now, | live in Anhui Province where | am a
Professor in the School of Information Science and Technology at
USTC.
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My research in USTC is in the National Engineering Laboratory of
Speech and Language Information Processing — it is called NELSLIP

for short. The NELSLIP laboratory was set up by the government of
China to undertake world-leading speech research. Several experts

in the laboratory are famous for their work on speech recognition,
speech synthesis, language identification and other related fields. At
the same time, we work with USTC Anhui iFlytek, which is an
excellent company located in Hefei. Already iFlytek is the worlds'
number 2 speech company and hopefully soon it will become
number 1.
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It has been a great blessing to me to come to USTC and find so many
good people to work with. At the same time | have brought my
family with me to Hefei. My wife is overseas Chinese, and we have
two teenage children. The opportunity to work at USTC is good for
my career, and it is equally good for my personal life and family.
China is increasingly becoming a good place for foreigners to work,
and people in China are generally kind and helpful to foreigners. |

sincerely hope that more talented foreigners can consider coming to
Anhui, especially Hefei, instead of just Beijing and Shanghai.
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Let me say a little about my research. Right now | am Focussing on
two main areas. The first is to develop machine hearing systems,
which will allow computers to listen to sounds, classify and
understand them in the same way that a human would. This is a
required technology for future smart homes — where we have
computer assistants helping to organise our lives, which we speak to
—as well as being important, for improving the capabilities of future
speech processing technologies such as mobile phones.
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My second research area is to advance human knowledge relating to
speech production and understanding. The main focus is to find the
areas of the human brain which are responsible for creating Chinese
tones, as well as for understanding them. At the moment,
researchers can only guess how this works, and many of the guesses
are different. It means that most of them are probably incorrect! We
aim to conduct experiments to establish the facts about tone
production and understanding beyond doubt. This is not just
interesting science, but it will help companies in future to develop
speech technology that performs better for natural Chinese speech.
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| think that I would also like to take this opportunity to record my

thanks to various colleagues and students at USTC who have

provided me with invaluable support and help during my time here.
Without them | think that | would not be here today.
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In summary, | am very grateful to the Recruitment Programme of
Foreign Experts in Anhui Province for selecting me and providing
financial support. Being supported by the Anhui Foreign Experts

Hundred Talents Programme is a real honour, as well as giving me a
great responsibility to work hard on behalf of Anhui Province, USTC

and the NELSLIP laboratory.
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To end, | would like to sincerely thank the vice minister, provincial
officials and others.
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